Food Bureau Note No.[2021]353
Note by Food Bureau of the General Administration of Customs on the application for registration of overseas production enterprises in exporting food to China

Embassy of the Republic of Moldova in China:
In order to ensure that your existing food trade with China is conducting normally after the implementation of the Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the Registration and Administration of Overseas Production Enterprises of Imported Food (General Administration of Customs Order No. 248) (hereinafter referred to as the "Registration Regulations"), we are hereby writing the following letter on the relevant issues concerning the registration of overseas production enterprises of exporting food products to China:
1. Overseas production enterprises that require the recommendation of the overseas administrative authorities for registration

(1)For the enterprises engaging in the four categories of products (including meat and meat products, aquatic products, dairy products, bird's nests and bird's nest products), if the enterprises already obtained the approved registration, their registrations shall continue to be valid.
 (2) For overseas production enterprises that export the above-mentioned four categories of products to China for the first time, the General Administration of Customs may (firstly), in accordance with Articles 11 to 17 of the General Administration of Customs Order No. 249 of the Measures for the Administration of Import and Export Food Safety of the People's Republic of China, conduct an assessment and examination of the food safety management system and food safety status of overseas countries (regions) and determine the corresponding inspection and quarantine requirements. If the General Administration of Customs completes the assessment and review and determines the corresponding inspection and quarantine requirements, your administrative authorities may recommend the registration of enterprises in these 4 types of products-related business in accordance with the relevant requirements of Article 8 of the Registration Regulations by the end of December 31, 2021, or the registration may be conducted in the current existing way.
 (3) For foreign production enterprises engaging in these 14 categories of products (including casings, bee products, egg and egg products, edible fats and oils, stuffed pasta, edible grains, cereal powder industrial products and malts, fresh and dehydrated vegetables and dried beans, seasonings, nuts and seeds, dried Fruits, unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans, special dietary foods, health food), your competent authorities shall, by the end of October 31, 2021, submit to the General Administration of Customs Import and Export Food Safety Bureau (a)a list of the relevant enterprises which, within the period of January 1, 2017 to date, exported and/or continue to export of the products ( listed in the " Annex 1”-- existing exported food catalogue) in the format of "Recommended Registration List of Foreign Production Enterprises for exported Food" (see the EXCEL form in Annex 2) as well as (b) the "Recommendation of Registered Enterprises Compliance Statement (Reference Format)" (see Annex 3).
 The General Administration of Customs will expedite the examination and registration of the relevant enterprises on the list provided by your competent authorities on time. If the list of relevant enterprises is not submitted on time, ever since November 1, 2021, the overseas production enterprises of the relevant imported food shall apply for registration in accordance with the relevant requirements of Article 8 of the Registration Regulations.
 (4) If your authorities and the General Administration of Customs agreed otherwise on the registration method and application materials of the relevant enterprises, they shall implement the agreement between the two parties.
(5) For the overseas production enterprises of the above 18 categories of products that have been registered, if their information and/or the materials for examination and inspection are incomplete, please request your competent authorities to assist in completing the relevant information through the "Registration and Management Application of Overseas Production Enterprises for Imported Food" system by June 30, 2023.
2. Overseas production enterprises that apply for registration on their own
Your competent authorities are requested to notify overseas food production enterprises engaging in the categories other than the above 18 ones that after November 1, 2021, their registrations will be made through the "imported food overseas production enterprises registration management application" system under the single window of international trade platform (www . singlewindow . cn) , in accordance with the registration requirements of Article 9 of the registration requirements.
 三、关于注册有效期已获注册的进口食品境外生产企业,海关总署将明确注册有效期起止时间。 相关企业注册有效期届满前6至3个月期间,应按照《注册规定》第二十条相关要求办理延续注册。 未按规定申请延续注册的,将予以注销。 
3. Registration validity 
For overseas production enterprises that have been registered, the General Administration of Customs will clearly specify the time from and end of the validity period of registration. Within the period of 3 to 6 months prior to the expiration of the validity period of the registration, the relevant enterprises go the procedures for renewal in accordance with the relevant requirements regulated in Article 20 of the Registration Regulations. If an application for renewal of registration is not made as required, the registration will be cancelled.
4. The responsibilities of the overseas production enterprises and the competent administrative authorities abroad
For your competent administrative authorities or the overseas production enterprises of exporting foods, they shall be responsible for the authenticity, completeness and legality of the materials submitted. Your competent authorities shall effectively supervise enterprises that have been registered in China and urge registered enterprises in China to continue to meet the registration requirements. If it is found that it does not meet the registration requirements, it shall initiatively to take measures in accordance with the relevant requirements of Article 22 of the Registration Regulations.
Best Regards.    
Food Bureau of the General Administration of Customs
September 27th, 2021
Contact: Meng Xianjin,  Shangkai 
contact phone: 010-65195693; 010-65194443 
Contact Fax: 010-65194715 
E-mail: mengxj@customs.gov.cn; division_ registration@customs.gov.cn 
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Annex 1:

Existing exported food catalogue
Country/Region:    Moldova

Plant-derived foods: dried walnut without nutshell, edible vegetable oil
